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49“The LORD will bring a nation against you from afar... 55@

walls in which you trusted come down throughout your land,

shall besiege you in all your towns until your high and fortiﬁX

and it shall besiege you in all your towns throughout your lan
which the LORD your God has given you. 5 Then you shall eat |

the offspring of your own body, the flesh of your sons and of
your daughters whom the LORD your God has given you,
during the siege and the distress by which your enemy will
oppress you.

(Deut. 28:49, 52-54)

MAP OF THE PERIOD —
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28 And the king said to her, “What is the matter with you?” And
she answered, “This woman said to me, ‘Give your son that we
may eat him today, and we will eat my son tomorrow.’ 22 So v\;\&
boiled my son and ate him; and | said to her on the next day, \
‘Give your son, that we may eat him’; but she has hidden her '\
son.” 30 When the king heard the words of the woman, he tore |
his clothes—now he was passing by on the wall—and the

people looked, and behold, he had sackcloth beneath on his J
body. 3" Then he said, “May God do so to me and more also, if
the head of Elisha the son of Shaphat remains on him today.”
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head? Look, when the messenger comes, shut the door and
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32Now Elisha was sitting in his house, and the elders wﬁe\re
sitting with him. And the king sent a man from his presence; but
before the messenger came to him, he said to the elders, “Df)\
you see how this son of a murderer has sent to take away my

hold the door shut against him. Is not the sound of his master’s
feet behind him?” 33 While he was still talking with them, behold,
the messenger came down to him and he said, “Behold, this evil |
is from the LORD; why should | wait for the LORD any longer?”

(2 Kings 6:24-33)
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Unbelievably Good News! \

1. A Desperate Condition \

+ the siege and famine are evidences of the \\\
Lord’s covenant-judgment

\
+ the king is helpless to save — only Yahweh J
can deliver |

+ the king blames the Lord and will no Iorg/er,/

5] wait for the LORD, my soul does wait, N\
And in His word do | hope. \

My soul waits for the Lord \
More than the watchmen for the morning; \\
Indeed, more than the watchmen for the morning. \

70 lIsrael, hope in the LORD; |
For with the LORD there is lovingkindness, |
And with Him is abundant redemption. i

(Psalm 130:5-7) /

wait for Him — B /////7
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1Then Elisha said, “Listen to the word of the LORD; thus\ Unbellevably GOOd NeWS! \
says the LORD, ‘Tomorrow about this time a measure of fine \ 2 An Unbeli ble P . \\
. An Unbelievable Fromise

shekel, in the gate of Samaria.” 2 The royal officer on whose
hand the king was leaning answered the man of God and sai
“Behold, if the LORD should make windows in heaven, could this |
thing be?” Then he said, “Behold, you will see it with your own ‘
i
/

flour will be sold for a shekel, and two measures of barley forx
d,

eyes, but you will not eat of it.”
(2 Kings 7:1-2) /

/

* He promises a deliverance that is seemingly\/\
impossible — too good to be true! \

+ the officer’s incredulous unbelief denies the
Lord’s word and power to deliver — and J
leads to judgment /
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Unbelieva b|y Good News! \ \ 3 Now there were four leprous men at the entrance of the
\ gate; and they said to one another, “Why do we sit here untihwe
2. An Unbelievable Promise \ die? 4If we say, ‘We will enter the city,’ then the famine is in th
\ city and we will die there; and if we sit here, we die also. Now \
> we are called to believe what the Lord has therefore come, and let us go over to the camp of the Arameans,

said no matter how unlikely \
- e.g. Abraham (Rom. 4:18-21)

If they spare us, we will live; and if they kill us, we will but die.” |
5They arose at twilight to go to the camp of the Arameans; |
when they came to the outskirts of the camp of the Arameans, j
behold, there was no one there. ® For the Lord had caused the |
army of the Arameans to hear a sound of chariots and a sound of
horses, even the sound of a great army, so that they said to one/
another, “Behold, the king of Israel has hired agains/;gs%hé”ﬁgjs
of the Hittites and the kings of the Egyprtia/nsAe/cbﬁe upon l}
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7 Therefore they arose and fled in the twilight, and left their
tents and their horses and their donkeys, even the camp justas
it was, and fled for their life. 8 When these lepers came to the
outskirts of the camp, they entered one tent and ate and drank,\
and carried from there silver and gold and clothes, and went \
and hid them; and they returned and entered another tent and '\
carried from there also, and went and hid them. |

9Then they said to one another, “We are not doing right. J
This day is a day of good news, but we are keeping silent; if we /
wait until morning light, punishment will overtake us. Now /
therefore come, let us go and tell the king’s household.” /

_—

1030 they came and called to the gatekeepers of the ci({,
and they told them, saying, “We came to the camp of the
Arameans, and behold, there was no one there, nor the voice\%f
man, only the horses tied and the donkeys tied, and the tents \
just as they were.” ' The gatekeepers called and told it within |
the king’s household. '2Then the king arose in the night and \
said to his servants, “I will now tell you what the Arameans have |
done to us. They know that we are hungry; therefore they have “
gone from the camp to hide themselves in the field, saying, j
‘When they come out of the city, we will capture them alive and |
get into the city.” - 7
/

_— /
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13 One of his servants said, “Please, let some men takﬁive
of the horses which remain, which are left in the city. Behold, they
will be in any case like all the multitude of Israel who are left in\it;
behold, they will be in any case like all the multitude of Israel who
have already perished, so let us send and see.” * They took
therefore two chariots with horses, and the king sent after the |
army of the Arameans, saying, “Go and see.” '® They went after |
them to the Jordan, and behold, all the way was full of clothes |
and equipment which the Arameans had thrown away in their |
haste. Then the messengers returned and told the king. 16 So the/
people went out and plundered the camp of the Arameans. T
a measure of fine flour was sold for a shekel and/t/wameésure
of barley for a shekel, according toltbgword"offﬁe LORD. /

/

17 Now the king appointed the royal officer on whose hand he
leaned to have charge of the gate; but the people trampled on
him at the gate, and he died just as the man of God had said,\
who spoke when the king came down to him. '8 It happened jus
as the man of God had spoken to the king, saying, “Two \

measures of barley for a shekel and a measure of fine flour for a \
shekel, will be sold tomorrow about this time at the gate of |
Samaria.” ' Then the royal officer answered the man of God and|
said, “Now behold, if the LORD should make windows in heaven, |
could such a thing be?” And he said, “Behold, you will see it with/
your own eyes, but you will not eat of it.” 20 And so it happen

him, for the people trampled on him at the gate and he-died.

_—— (2Kings 7:3-20)

Unbelievably Good News! N

3. An Unlikely Deliverance \

* Yahweh works behind the scenes to fulfill \
His word of abundant deliverance \

* He uses lepers and unnamed servants to \
discover and announce “good news” /
/

+ God’s word of promise and judgment is
infallible — it will come to pass 7

Unbelievably Good News! \

\
\

> A Parable of the Gospel \

In our desperate condition under God’s wrath,\\
He has provided an unbelievable promise |
through the most unlikely means — life and
forgiveness through faith in Jesus Christ! |




